
Singapore Institute of Arbitrators
Proudly Presents

The Inaugural Commercial Arbitration Symposium
organised by the SIArb Arbitration Bar Committee

Thursday, 3 September 2009  | 9.00am to 2.00pm 
Marina Mandarin, Singapore

Programme Outline

08.45am – 09.00am Registration

09.00am – 09.10am Opening Remarks 
 Mr. Johnny Tan
 President, Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (SIArb)

09.15am – 10.15am Session I:
 The Tribunal – Jurisdiction, Power & Duties
 Co-Chairs: 
 Mr. Chelva R. Rajah SC
 Partner, Tan Rajah & Cheah
 Mr. Christopher Lau SC
 Chartered Arbitrator, 3 Verulam Buildings, London

10.15am – 10.35am  Coffee Break

10.40am – 11.40am Session II:
 The Arbitration – Conduct, Practice & Procedure
 Co-Chairs:
 Professor Lawrence Boo
 Resident, The Arbitration Chambers, Singapore
 Mr. Philip Jeyaretnam SC
 Partner, Rodyk & Davidson LLP

11.45am – 12.45pm Session III:
 The Courts – Role, Support and Enforcement
 Co-Chairs:
 Professor Michael Pryles
 Chairman, Singapore International Arbitration Centre
 Mr. Sundaresh Menon SC
 Senior Partner, Rajah & Tann LLP

12.50pm – 01.00pm Closing Remarks
 Mr. Mohan Pillay
 Vice President, Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (SIArb)
 Chairman, Arbitration Bar Committee

01.00pm – 02.00pm  Lunch

Up to 3 CPD Points available under the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators’ CPD Scheme

Symposium Format

This Inaugural Symposium provides a distinctive and interactive forum for participants to discuss current issues and developments in the 
field of commercial arbitration.
There are no set speakers or speeches. Participants will be invited to submit topics for discussion in advance of the Symposium. The topics 
will be grouped into themes and allocated to one of the 3 working sessions, at which participants will be invited to introduce their topic. 
The topic is then presented for discussion, under the expert chairmanship of the Co-Chairs, all of whom are experienced practitioners in 
the field.
The objective is to generate a free-flowing discussion of current issues in commercial arbitration practice guided by the Co-Chairs. 
There are limited places available for this Symposium so as to maintain the efficiency of the format, and preserve the quality of the 
discussion. Participants are not required to have any particular level of practical experience in arbitration.



Professor Lawrence Boo | Resident
The Arbitration Chambers, Singapore

Lawrence Boo has recently completed his term as SIAC’s Deputy Chairman. He is one of the most active arbitrators in Singapore. He has sat as 
arbitrator in more than 165 cases and written numerous awards. His cases included those administered by the ICC, CIETAC, SIAC, LCIA, HKIAC 
and KLRCA. He is the author of “Halsbury’s Laws of Singapore Volume 2 - Arbitration” (Lexis-Nexis 1998 and 2003 Re-issue) and the chapter 
on Singapore in the book “International Handbook on Commercial Arbitration” (Kluwer 1996 and 2002 Supplement) and numerous articles. He 
currently heads The Arbitration Chambers and teaches at the NUS Law Faculty, Bond University (Australia) and Wuhan University (China).

Mr. Philip Jeyaretnam SC | Partner
Rodyk & Davidson LLP

Philip Jeyaretnam is a Senior Counsel specialising in commercial litigation and international arbitration with a focus on construction law. He has 
also been appointed as arbitrator in SIAC and ICC arbitrations, as well as holding several ad hoc appointments.  He is a former President of the 
Law Society of Singapore, and was the first Chairman of the Society of Construction Law, Singapore.

Mr. Christopher Lau SC | Chartered Arbitrator
3 Verulam Buildings, London

Christopher Lau, a former Judicial Commissioner of the Supreme Court Singapore, is a Senior Counsel in Singapore and a Chartered Arbitrator. 
He has sat in many international arbitrations, both ad hoc and institutional. Christopher is also an arbitrator at 3 Verulam Buildings, London and a 
member of ICC Commission on Arbitration.

Mr. Sundaresh Menon SC | Senior Partner
Rajah & Tann LLP

Sundaresh Menon, SC is the Senior Partner of Rajah & Tann LLP. He is admitted to the Bar in Singapore and in New York. Sundaresh currently serves 
as Deputy Chairman of the SIAC and is a Fellow of the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators. Sundaresh rejoined the Firm in April 2007 after completing 
a one-year stint on the Supreme Court of Singapore as Judicial Commissioner.

Professor Michael Pryles | Chairman
Singapore International Arbitration Centre

Michael Pryles is a well known international arbitrator with an extensive practice in Asia as well as in Europe and North America. He has offices in 
Melbourne and Singapore and chambers in London. Currently he is Chairman of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre and was formerly 
Foundation President of the Asia Pacific Regional Arbitration Group; President of the Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration; 
Commissioner of the United Nations Compensation Commission; court member, London International Court of Arbitration.

Mr. Chelva R. Rajah SC | Partner
Tan Rajah & Cheah

Chelva Rajah is a partner of Tan Rajah & Cheah. He has practised law in Singapore for more than 35 years, principally in the areas of litigation 
and arbitration. His arbitration experience is both that of counsel and arbitrator. He is also on the Board of Maxwell Chambers, Singapore’s 
first dedicated International Dispute Resolution Centre providing state of the art rooms and facilities for arbitrations, mediations, meetings and 
conferences.

About the Symposium Co-Chairs

FOR REGISTRATION ENQUIRIES
For any enquiries on registration, please contact: 

The Symposium Secretariat, Inaugural Commercial Arbitration Symposium
c/o 3 Raffles Place, #07-01 Bharat Building, Singapore 048617
Tel: +65 6329 6496 | Fax: +65 6329 9699 | Email: siarb@intellitrain.biz | Website: www.siarb.org.sg

Who Should Attend

Arbitrators, arbitration counsel, litigators, transaction counsel, in-house counsel, academics and members of the business 
community interested in current developments and best practices in the rapidly developing field of commercial arbitration.



Symposium Registration

Registrations close on Thursday, 20 August 2009.

IMPORTANT:
1. Please complete each section.
2. Please complete a separate form for each delegate 
3. Return this form to: Symposium Secretariat, Inaugural Commercial Arbitration Symposium
 c/o Intellitrain Pte Ltd, 3 Raffles Place #07-01 Bharat Building Singapore 048617 or Fax to +65 63299699 

1. SYMPOSIUM

Please tick as appropriate

PLS TICK
( ) NORMAL RATES

Members of Singapore Institute of Arbitrators S$150.00

Members of Society of Construction Law (Singapore) S$185.00

Others S$200.00

Note: 
1. Symposium Registration Fee includes attendance at the Symposium, 1 coffee break and lunch.
2. Registration of ALL delegates starts at 8.45 am on 3 September 2009, before the Symposium Opening.

DELEGATE DETAILS – Please complete all details

Name (Prof / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Mdm): 

Name to Appear on Badge: 

Name and Mailing Address of Organisation: 

Designation: 

Member of:              SIArb              SCL              Others 

*Membership No.:     **IC/Passport No.: 
                   *(Mandatory field for SIArb members)                        **(Mandatory field for Non-members of SIArb)

Tel number:    Fax number:    + Email: 
                                                                                                                    (Email required for confirmation of registration)

Please indicate any special dietary, medical or other requirements: 

2. PAYMENT DETAILS
 

  CHEQUE              CREDIT CARD              TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFER

CHEQUE PAYMENT DETAILS:

Cheque payments should be made payable to “Singapore Institute of Arbitrators” & arrive at the Symposium Secretariat office with your completed 
registration form before the closing date, Thursday, 20 August 2009.

CREDIT CARD DETAILS:

Mastercard/Visa Number:     Card Expiry Date:   (MM/YY)

Cardholder’s Name:     Signature:  
Kindly note that an administration charge of 1.75% will be imposed on payments via credit card.

TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFER DETAILS:

Account Name: Singapore Institute of Arbitrators  |  Account Number: 208-308-736-8  |  SWIFT Code: UOVBSGSG
Bank Details: United Overseas Bank Limited, 148 Upper Bukit Timah Road, UOB Centre, Singapore 588178.
Please email us at siarb@intellitrain.biz after the T/T has been done for our follow-up with the bank. The registration fee must be received nett of all 
receiving and paying bank charges.

SUBSTITUTIONS, CANCELLATION & REFUNDS
Equivalent substitute delegates (e.g. member for member or non-member for non-member) are welcome at no additional charge, subject to our being informed in writing at 
least 5 working days in advance of such substitution. Cancellation and refunds may be made upon receipt of written notice, less handling fee and bank service charges as follows: 
notice received on or before 12 August 2009 – 50% refund; notice received after 12 August 2009 – no refund.

DISCLAIMER
The Organising Committee is committed to staging a successful Symposium; however it reserves the right to cancel or postpone the Symposium, change its venue or any of the 
other details published.
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Session Topic Details  
 
 
 
 
 
Session 1:   
The Tribunal – Jurisdiction, 
Power & Duties 
 
 

 
Possible topics for this session include: 

• conflicts of Interest,  
• tribunal’s fees,  
• selection & appointment,   
• role of chair, non-lawyer/ lawyer panel members,  
• tribunal’s settlement role/ amicable compositeur,  
• conditions precedent to jurisdiction,  
• powers/ duties,  
• interim measures,  
• resignation,  
• peremptory orders,  
• ex-parte powers etc. 

 
 
 
 
Session 2:   
The Arbitration – Conduct, 
Practice & Procedure 
 
 

 
Possible topics for this session include: 

• applicable law(s),  
• party autonomy,  
• non-participating party,  
• pro-active arbitrator,  
• institutional arbitration rules,  
• discovery,  
• costs,  
• expert witness/  presentation of expert evidence – 

“hot-tubbing” etc., 
• tribunal v party experts  
• confidentiality, etc  

 
 
 
 
Session 3:   
The Courts – Role Support 
and Enforcement 
 
 

 
Possible topics for this session include: 

• court intervention,  
• court support,  
• anti-suit injunctions,  
• provisional/ interim measures,  
• review/ enforcement of awards,  
• IAA/ AA regime – new revisions proposed by MinLaw, 
• use of arbitration evidence in court proceedings, etc 

 
 


